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It brings me great pleasure to be both a participant and a contributor to this special, 

hopefully historic, occasion, the launching of a new Center for Sustainable Climate 

Solutions at Eastern Mennonite University. My freshman and sophomore years at Eastern 

Mennonite over a half century ago were very formative years in my journey from a 

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, farm boy to a career in global health and international 

development with USAID, the World Bank, and Christian Connections for International 

Health, a network which includes both EMU and MCC as members. 

 

I see that I am described on the launch program as the "founding donor." I'd rather be 

thought of as an "investor." An investor in a promising future for families, children, and 

grandchildren on a planet that we'll be able to continue to describe the same way God did 

at the beginning, when God said it was "good." 

 

In the next few minutes, I'll attempt to answer four questions. 

 

Question 1. Why do I think climate change is such an important issue that I would 

spend much of my life's savings on efforts to reduce the future threats of global 

warming? 

 

It's quite clear from the science that we are headed in directions environmentally that are 

not sustainable.  Some people think that the world is so big that humans cannot 

fundamentally change our planet. Here is one statistic that should alert us to the impact 

that our burning of  heat trapping fossil fuels is having on God's creation. At the 

beginning of the industrial revolution, the air in our atmosphere contained about 280 parts 

per million of the greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide. Now, with all our factories, homes, 

cars, agricultural practices, and electricity generating plants, we have increased that to 

400 parts per million, a 43% increase. We're playing fast and loose with God's creation. 

 

It would seem that the rational course of action would be to change our policies and 

lifestyles to reduce that threat. But unfortunately, the effects of our behaviors today may 

not reveal their negative impacts until years or even decades into the future. And too 

often, the most negative impacts of our pollution in America are felt the strongest in 

faraway places, such as the polar ice caps and reduced rainfall to poor farmers in Africa. 

 

So what do we do? Too often, the answer is that we do nothing. Humans are not 

programmed to worry about risks far away or far into the future. But I would like to 

believe that our God-given intelligence enables us to rise to a higher level and think about 

and plan for our future, including the future of our children and grandchildren. 

 

I believe that climate change may be the most significant challenge we humans need to 

grapple with in this century. There is a real risk that climate change will have a huge 

impact on things Mennonites care about, well-being of families, conflict, sustainability of 

agriculture, hunger, our sense of community, our health, the livability of low lying areas, 



even our faith. I could say that it may not be the most worrisome threat for me, a 76-year-

old man. But what about my children, Annette and Gregory, who are both with us today? 

And now I have a precious 19-month-old grandson, Troy, who is also here today at this 

launch. I feel as though I owe it to him to leave the planet, our earthly home, in good 

shape.  

 

I regard it as a privilege to allocate my savings to what may prove to be a life-changing 

cause. Orie Miller, one of the founders of MCC and a very successful entrepreneur and 

businessman, is quoted in the recently published biography My Calling to Fulfill, as 

saying “It's OK to make money, but you don't want to die a rich man.” That is my 

philosophy. 

 

Question 2. Why do I think Mennonites can make a unique contribution to the 

global effort? 

 

It's not as though Mennonites are some special tribe, a uniquely chosen people. But I do 

believe that there are attributes Mennonites are known for that may make us more open to 

acknowledging the concerns of global warming, and more willing to change our ways to 

address the risks. Let me cite five such reasons: 

 

- our history of being radical innovators,  

- our theology that emphasizes community and creation care, 

- our agricultural background that kept us close to the earth,  

- our sense of stewardship of resources and the land,  

- the value we give to simplicity and caring for one another.                                   

 

All these attributes should position us well to be on the cutting edge of understanding the 

risks to our common good, and our ability to be on the cutting edge of practical efforts to 

find practical solutions. 

 

Question 3. What do I hope the Center for Sustainable Climate Solutions will 

achieve? 

 

We need to change our basic thinking about our place in God's creation. I see the Center 

as a facilitator of connections or networking, education, innovation, and advocacy. It will 

help raise awareness about climate change within Mennonite colleges, institutions, 

congregations, businesses, and families. It will stimulate and mobilize commitment at all 

levels to change our ways and take action to reduce the future impact of climate change, 

and to help us adapt to the changes that inevitably will come. It will be a visible statement 

to the larger world that Mennonites are serious about climate change. 

 

As you heard, although EMU will lead and coordinate this effort, the target audience over 

time will be potentially all Mennonite institutions as well as our churches and the folks in 

the pews. We anticipate that from the beginning the Center will also collaborate with 

many other organizations addressing climate change, both faith-based and secular, so that 



the impact of the Center and its many partners will be felt much beyond just Mennonite 

circles.             

 

Finally, Question 4. Why did I choose EMU to take the lead in coordinating this 

Mennonite church-wide initiative? 

 

Key for me in considering various options for a major investment in climate change was 

the reputation that EMU has as a cutting edge institutions in many ways. It's an innovator. 

Examples include: 

 

- the widely acclaimed Center for Justice and Peacebuilding, 

- EMU's priority to sustainability and the environment, both in degree programs and in 

campus services. Until recently, EMU had the largest array of solar panels in the state of 

Virginia, 

- importance given to inter-disciplinary and inter-cultural studies, 

- their collaborative MBA program demonstrating willingness to work with other 

colleges, 

- EMU's decision to orient aspects of their reaccreditation process around the theme of 

Creation and Sustainability 

 

All these points convinced me that EMU would be a good bet, capable of leading and 

coordinating a denomination-wide initiative. I'm grateful that Goshen College and 

Mennonite Central Committee are also founding partners. I have a Bachelor's degree 

from Goshen, and have interacted a lot with MCC through the years. 

 

So when I first explored with EMU leadership in April the idea of a major grant if they 

partnered with me in a joint vision, they jumped at the prospect. The vision quickly 

transitioned into the idea of forming a new Center that would give all EMU's actions on 

sustainability and climate change some coherence and visibility. So here we are, only 

four months later, launching this Center for Sustainable Climate Solutions. I am 

privileged to be a part of this effort.  Thank you. 


